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OTN Design Guidelines Updates

• Creation of OTN-PRGS Design Excellence Prerequisites & 
Criteria 
•An addendum to the existing OTN Design Standards & Guidelines

• Creation of OTN-PRGS Design Standards & Guidelines
•Anticipated during the OTN SAP and OTN-DS&G process

•An addendum to the existing OTN Design Standards & Guidelines. 
Builds upon existing Design Standards & Guidelines 



OTN-PRGS Design Guidelines Updates

Intent & Approach: 

▪ Ensure the highest design standards are achieved in large-scale, multi 
building development proposals within the PRGS site

▪ To allow for greater flexibility in innovation and design concepts to 
implement the vision of the PRGS site’s innovation and art/cultural uses 

▪ Develop and adopt prerequisites and criteria prior to development 
submissions to ensure adherence to these design standards and criteria 



Reflects the plan area 
and, within it, the 
geographic areas in Old 
Town North for which 
BAR and UDAC have 
been designated 
respective review 
responsibilities

UDAC Review



UDAC Review
REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY 

The Urban Design Advisory Committee (UDAC) has been established as an 
advisory group to City staff. It has urban design advisory review 
responsibility for the portion of Old Town North not within the OHAD 
boundaries. While the OTN Design Standards and Guidelines for buildings 
are not applicable to the OHAD, the Design Standards and Guidelines for 
the streetscape and public realm will apply to the entire plan area. 

A. Urban Design Advisory Committee 

The Design Standards and Guidelines and Design Excellence Prerequisites 
& Criteria are intended to facilitate the Urban Design Advisory 
Committee's (UDAC) review of properties which fall within its 
geographically designated review area as shown in Figure 1.01. UDAC is 
advisory to City staff to ensure compliance with the Design Standards and 
Guidelines. For DSPs and DSUPs, UDAC will provide a written 
recommendation to the Director of the Planning Department. The 
Department of Planning and Zoning, the Planning Commission and the 
City Council will give consideration to the recommendations of UDAC on 
urban design aspects of public and private development applications. 



If pursued, the Design Excellence Pre-Requisites & Criteria would be reviewed in lieu of the Design Standards and Guidelines and made 
applicable to new development within the PRGS site that require a DSP or DSUP. Upon verification by staff that the pre-requisites have been 
met, the Design Excellence Criteria are intended to facilitate the Urban Design Advisory Committee's (UDAC) review of properties which fall 
within its geographically designated review area as shown in Figure 1.01. UDAC is advisory to City staff to ensure compliance with the Design 
Excellence Criteria. For DSPs and DSUPs, UDAC will provide a written recommendation to the Director of the Planning Department. The 
Department of Planning and Zoning, the Planning Commission and the City Council will give consideration to the recommendations of UDAC on 
urban design aspects of public and private development applications. 



OTN-PRGS Design 
Excellence Pre-

requisites & Criteria

OTN-PRGS Design 
Standard & Guidelines

Applicant selects 
standard for project 

development at time of 
pre-concept 

Building design is 
developed in compliance 
with applicable 
standards & guidelines.  
Applicant demonstrates 
compliance with 
development review 
submissions, identifies 
modifications with 
justifications as needed.

Staff Reviews for 
compliance with design 

standards. Prepares 
staff memo for UDAC 

review with 

UDAC reviews project 
through standard 

development review 
process. Provides 

comments. 
Applicant responds to 

UDAC comments 
through subsequent 

reviews.

UDAC provides 
recommendations/ 

endorsement to 
Planning 

Commission/City 
Council 

Building/site design 
must demonstrate 

compliance with Design 
Excellence Pre-

Requisites. 

Staff prepares memos 
for UDAC review with 

development 
submission.

UDAC reviews project 
through standard 

development review 
process for conformance 
with Design Excellence 

Criteria. Provides 
comments. Applicant 

responds to UDAC 
comments through 

subsequent reviews. 

UDAC provides 
recommendations/ 

endorsement to 
Planning 

Commission/City 
Council. 

Applicant coordinates 
with staff through 

concept submissions 
to ensure compliance 

with Design 
Excellence. Staff 

confirms conformance 
with Pre-Requisites.



UDAC Review

• If applicant elects to and project have met the OTN-PRGS Design 
Excellence Prerequisites, UDAC will review submissions per the OTN-
PRGS Design Excellence Criteria. 

• If applicant elects to or projects fail to meet OTN-PRGS Design 
Excellence Prerequisites, UDAC will review submissions per the OTN-
PRGS Design Standards & Guidelines.



Next Steps

• Staff will continue to develop Design Excellence and Design Guidelines 
(Spring 2022) 

• CDD Concept Plan & Rezoning approvals (June/July Public Hearings)
• Infrastructure DSP review

• UDAC review of streetscapes
• Development Special Use Permits (DSUPs)

• UDAC review of development blocks/buildings 


